STKEET LIGHTING :   LANDSCAPE TEEATMENT               265
chestnut, the larch, and the copper beech; flowering trees and
shrubs or bush-trees are attractive on wide margins; silver birch
add beauty to a road, and are especially useful on the outside of a
curve.
Small saplings may require to be staked and tied, but if staking
can be avoided, the trees will grow stronger without this artificial
support* Nature takes care of itself in these matters; the roots are
strong, and pruning is not necessary*
An experiment which the Author tried out some years ago proved
that the staked pruned trees on the grass margins often blew down
in a gale, whereas the unstaked unpruned trees (planes) remained
intact and in fact grew more rapidly in every way.
Replanting Large Trees.
It is often worth while to remove trees (not too large) to a new
position; in many cases it is only a matter of a few yards which is
required to give the necessary alignment. This movement may be
accomplished by digging a wide and deep trench in order to " skid "
the tree with the roots into the new position.
Trees of only moderate size (say thirty-forty years old) may often
be replanted with success if sufficient care is taken; pruning is
necessary, and it is advisable to plant the trees deep in order to
provide ample moisture for the roots. Watering is absolutely
essential, and if the ground is dry, then regular hosing should be
done over a period of several weeks. Guy ropes should be employed
for the larger trees, to steady them in all weathers until folly re-
established.
There is a strong ease here for the Ministry of Transport to create
a special mobile department of experts with complete lifting and
other equipment to move large trees where they conflict with road
and planning needs.
We cannot afford to go on losing our beautiful trees and producing
barren-looking new highways when there is a remedy at hand.
Planting on Traffic Islands.
This should be done with discretion; if the island is well lighted,
there is no need to use head-lamps, and the question of dazzle does
not arise; nor, in fact, does it occur if the island is of large diameter
or if the approaches are dual, and not single carriage-ways.
If, however, it is necessary to create obscurity, shrubs, trees, or
hedges may be planted, or a raised level of turf may be equally
effective.